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and entertained us with wonderful courtesy. After
this he sent into the village, hired a peasant and a
horse for my captain, and sent him to guide us into
the road. At parting, he made a great many com-
pliments to us in French, which we could just un-
derstand; but the sum was, to excuse him for a
question he had a mind to ask us. After leave to
ask what he pleased, it was, if we wanted any money
for our journey, and pulled out two pistoles, which
he offered either to give or lend us.

I mention this exceeding courtesy of the curate,
because, though civility is very much in use in
France, and especially to strangers, yet it is a very
unusual thing to have them part with their money.

We let the priest know, first, that we did not
want money, and next, that we were very sensible
of the obligation he had put upon us; and J told
him in particular, if I lived to see him again, I
would acknowledge it.

This accident of our horse was, as we afterwards
found, of some use to us. We had left our two
servants behind us at Calais to bring our baggage
after us, by reason of some dispute between the
captain of the packet and the custom-house officer,
which could not be adjusted, and we were willing
to be at Paris. The fellows followed as fast as they
could, and, as near as we could learn, in the time
we lost our way were robbed, and our portmanteaus
opened. They took what they pleased; but as there
was no money there, but linen tand necessaries, the
loss was not great.

Our guide carried us to Amiens, where we found
the express and our two servants, who the express
meeting on the road with a spare horse, had brought
back with him thither.

We took this for a good omen of our successful
journey, having escaped a danger which might have